NEWSLETTER
Improving the lives of those with behavioral health challenges by
collaborating with community partners to implement solutions
for our community’s needs.

The Georgia Tobacco Quit Line is offering 4 weeks worth
of the patches or gum, free of charge (while supplies last),
for any Georgian who is ready to quit, regardless of health
insurance status... 1.877.270.STOP (7867)
https://dph.georgia.gov/ready-quit

www.promise686.org/careportal

Via a simple email request, CarePortal provides
entry-level opportunities to connect a network of
caring people in churches to vetted physical needs of
families in their community. This network provides
preventative support for struggling families before
foster care is a necessity.

We still have LOCC
t-shirts for $15.00.
Speak with Renia if
you want one!

https://opioidresponse.info

A dose of prescription opioids is based on many factors.
What is safe for one person could be dangerous for
someone else.
Taking prescription
opioids long-term can
increase the risk of
addiction. Stop taking
them as soon as pain is
manageable, and talk to a
doctor about
alternative pain
therapies.
More than half of
people who misuse
prescription opioids
got them from a
friend or relative—
often right out of a
medicine cabinet.
Protect others by
keeping pills in a
secure place.

For the first time, in 2020 the
U.S. Census Bureau will
accept responses online. The
process will be quick and
secure. You can respond to
the census in less time than it
takes to finish your morning
coffee. You’ll still be able to
respond by mail. To learn
more about what to expect,
visit 2020census.gov.
#2020Census

Left: LOCC members, James Deal
& Latosha Hunter-Elbert.
They completed an interviewed
for TV 35 and talk about our
awesome Healthy Start program.
Below: Heart of Georgia Healthy
Start is so grateful to Healthy
Mothers, Healthy Babies for
graciously donating items to our
program to better serve our clients in
Telfair, Dodge, Pulaski and Wilcox
counties. It is because of
organizations like yours our program
continues to thrive and make a
difference in the lives of families in
rural Georgia!

The Pastor of Heavens Haven Baptist
Church, Clifford Hunter, Jr. is an
LOCC member.
Thank you Pastor Clifford for letting
LOCC join in on your efforts to feed
our community!

A sneak preview of our new project. We are
ready for this virus to vamoose so that we can
begin this adventure . Some very special young
ladies will be having some fun times in the little
blue house very soon . Will you help us pray
God’s blessings on all who enter here?

Bombas sock company once again blessed
us with a huge sock donation. The miracle
contained in some of these boxes is
CHILDREN sized socks . Lots of children’s
socks . We had 1000 kids in our area this
past year who were deemed homeless in
our school’s . We can now make sure those
precious feet are warm this winter .

Temporarily closed due to the increase in covid-19 cases in the
surrounding areas.
No donations accepted until further notice.
We will respond to emergency needs as much as possible.
Thanks. Be safe. Be Blessed.

The Hinton House
110 James St.
Adrian, GA
Free clothing and household items are available for
those who live in Adrian and Wrightsville.
You can contact Jim/Dee Tooley and/or Keith Soles
for additional information.

Loving Our Community
Loving Our Neighbors

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM
SUPERINTENDENT GARNTO:
After much internal debate and prayer, I
recommended to the Board of Education
that Laurens County Schools require
masks/face coverings in our facilities.
"Until further notice, anyone who enters
a Laurens County Schools facility will be
required to wear a mask/face covering.
Masks/face coverings may be removed
while eating/drinking/exercising and
when social distancing can be practiced. Medical exceptions will be considered on a case by case basis." This
update to our Safe Return to School Plan was unanimously approved by our board. I commend them for their
support in this endeavor. I understand this will be a challenge for many of you dealing with younger students.
I'm sure we all will have opportunities to teach and redirect during these trying times. Continue to stay safe
and practice the 3 W's (Wash, Watch, and Wear). If we expect to start and stay in school, these practices are
extremely necessary. Thank you for all you do for our students.
Clifford Garnto
Superintendent
Laurens County School System

You can find our Newsletter online!
https://csbmg.com/locc-newsletter

You can find us on Facebook too!

2019 Summit, Café Questions and the Answers
How can our LOCC better address the needs of our community
for those who are homeless or at risk of being homeless
(or both)?
Provide specific ideas, activities, education, or resource needs.
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

To go in to the schools and assist children that are homeless and provide what
they need. Follow up with them and assist family.
Community Block Party where we are giving away under garments, clothes,
shoes, basic food items, resource tables.
Educate our churches so we can better help the community.
Learn more about mental health & suicide prevention.
Go out to the homeless community and engage them where they are
at instead of having them come to us for services.
Job training & Jobs
Keep sharing the knowledge that is available.
Programs like this day, this is awesome.
Keep letting people who are helped by these programs give glowing
testimonies. The food was good and simple. And enough.

What events or activities should the LOCC highlight during the
next year with regard to Behavioral Health education and
training? Please provide specific needs for communities served.
•
•
•
•

•

SOAR Training - Science of Addiction
QPR for LOCC and others
Voices of Hope – Silent Walk
RISEUP – scheduled speakers & supportive community activities they can
engage in.
Another symposium or lecture service from a sociological, psychological, and
economical perspective.

2019 Summit, Café Questions and the Answers
What specific behavioral health risks or gaps are evident in our
community?
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Getting Awareness Out!
Cultural Diversity
Homeless Shelters
Housing for Mental Health Patients
Suicide
Domestic Abuse
Depression
Lack of Insurance for Health Care
Long Term Mental Health Facilities
Education
Environment
Social & Economic Circumstances
Poor Access
Hepatitis C & HIV are on the rise
Homelessness & Addiction

How can LOCC engage community agencies, volunteers, and
individuals in our mission?
MISSION- Improving the lives of those with behavioral health challenges by collaborating with community partners to implement solutions for our community’s
needs.
•

Getting to know their community.

2019 Summit, Café Questions and the Answers
Identify your top five (5) focus areas for LOCC to work on during
the next 12 months.
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Conduct a poll/survey in the community prior to the event so you will know
what they want or need.
Have a place that announces the services that are available.
More meetings on social communication
Have classes on life skills
Do something nice each month for the homeless
Ride Assistance
Childhood Hunger
Children &Youth Summer Activities & Afterschool Clubs
Transportation to clinic for those who cannot drive.

“Thank you for all the encouragement. I had a baby at 16
and my Mom kicked me out. Being here today gave me
hope. Please keep helping people in the community.
I signed up for some of the programs you had here today.
I hope I will be able to get a job and some therapy.”
Please contact Renia (Renee) if you have any information or
events that needs to be shared within our LOCC Newsletter.
Renia Avera
ravera@csbmg.com
(478) 331-9583

