Loving Our Community Coalition
Improving the lives of those with behavioral health
challenges by collaborating with community
partners to implement solutions for our
community’s needs.

The Dublin-Laurens County
Chamber of Commerce held a
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for
Transform Dublin.
Police Chief Tim Chatman
Mayor Phil Best, co-founders of
the organization, were joined
by family, friends, Chamber
Board Members, Chamber
Ambassadors, and other local
dignitaries for the Ribbon
Cutting.
.
During the ceremony,
Chief Chatman shared the
vision of Transform Dublin
and the impact it will have
on the community.
Through this program,
Transform Dublin will
change Dublin one person
at a time. Transform
Dublin is located at
223 Prince St.
Dublin, Ga. 31021.
The phone number is
(478) 274-1606.

The Dublin Police Department would like to
introduce you to our new Neighborhood Watch
coordinator, Corporal Larry McGirt. Cpl. McGirt has
been with the Dublin Police Department for over four
years now. He was a patrol officer for the first year of
his career and received several letters of
commendation for his dedication and exemplary
work performance. Later, McGirt was positioned on
the Bicycle unit, and was promoted to Corporal in
June 2020. He has been heavily involved with the
citizens of Dublin by assisting with DHS 21st Century
Community Learning Center Program, Shop with a
Dublin Police Officer, and National Night Out. He was
also instrumental in organizing a Drive-Thru Cook Out
for neighborhood residents.
The Neighborhood Watch program is a group
designed for citizens living in the same community
who want to make their neighborhood safer by
coming together with law enforcement to reduce crime are the area. Cpl. McGirt will continue
to provide meetings and inspire those who want to volunteer to make their neighborhoods a
well-maintained area to live. This program is to continuously work towards increasing a safe
and secure
dynamic for the
neighborhood. It
will empower
citizens to prepare
for emergency
preparedness and
fight against crime
in their
communities.

“Shop with a Dublin Police
Officer”
program provides an
opportunity for some of our less
fortunate youth during the
holiday season to go shopping
and select a gift with a police
officer.
We carefully select children from
families that may be going
through hard times and are
unable to purchase any gifts for
Christmas.
Wal-Mart has graciously allowed
us to use their store to make this
happen each year. We raise the
funds for this event through the
generosity of local individuals,
businesses and groups.

We were able to bring a little joy to 12 kids last year, we would
love to see that number increase this year with your help!

We will
begin
selling
tickets
on
August 1,
2021!

Our fundraiser this year will consist of selling raffle tickets for a chance to win a 50" flat screen
smart TV, a $100 Wal-Mart gift card, and a $25 Long Horn gift card. The tickets are $5.00 each
and all proceeds will go towards the “Shop with a Dublin Police Officer” initiative.
If you would like to purchase tickets or sponsor a child, please contact us at 478-277-5023.

The Hinton House is a ministry sponsored by
Mt. Olive Church of the Nazarene.
A blessing from the Lord from one hand to another!
~ 116 South James Street ~ Adrian, GA ~

Christmas in July

Thank you so much to
our friends at
Gethsemane Methodist Church
for inviting us to speak on the
homeless in our community.
We value your partnership and
friendship and look forward to
many years working side by side.

-James Deal, July 12, 2021

New and improved!!! We now
have a brand new Widow’s Oil
Ministry logo . The purple
represents God, the heart his
love, the drop of oil is his never
ending blessings poured out to
each of us. The message is that
we all have the little it takes for
God to create life changing
miracles . God’s desire is that
each of us give him whatever
our little is. What’s your little ?

Georgia Department of Community Affairs has started administering the Georgia Rental Assistance Program. The program will help renters with past due rent & utilities. Payments will be
made directly to landlords & utility providers. For more information, landlords & tenants can
visit: https://georgiarentalassistance.ga.gov

Kid's Cup received a generous donation
from the Dublin Exchange Club Foundation.
We are honored to be awarded these
funds, as they will help us meet the needs
of children in Laurens and surrounding
counties. Pictured are the founders of Kid's
Cup (L-R) Dylan Pettis,
Pam Otts, and Janice
Nazerian with other
recipients ABC Women's Clinic, Boys and Girls Club of Laurens
and Johnson County, and Laurens
County Meals on Wheels.

On Tuesday, June 29, 2021 the Dublin-Lauren’s County Chamber
of Commerce held a Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the Laurens
Baptist Association J.O.Y. Food Ministry. Association leaders were
joined by agency volunteers, staff, Chamber Board Members, and
During the ceremony, Mr. Bobby Jones spoke about the many
different ministries the Laurens Baptist Association operates,
through the generosity of the people and churches of Laurens
County. The J.O.Y. Food Ministry serves Laurens County citizens
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. by
appointment only. Food is gathered from local grocery stores and
the Macon Food Bank. Anyone in need is free to call (478) 272-0361 to set up an appointment
to receive food. The address is 501 Bellevue Ave, Dublin, Ga. 31021.
Mr. Bobby read Matthew 25:35-36, “’For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and
you came to visit me.’”

501 Bellevue Avenue

(478) 279-5727

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
We will be holding our
annual Back to School Bash
on August 1st!
We’ll be giving out over 500
filled backpacks to school
age children in our
community along with free
haircuts!
Help us get the word out!

If you would like to help
volunteer for the
Appreciation Day,
please contact Renia Avera.
We need help passing out the
programs at the front door
when the attendees come in.

Check out the
RISEUP Staff
as cartoon
characters!

On June 21, 2021 RISEUP was recognized and awarded for their monthly
volunteer work with Keep Dublin Beautiful.
The community is so appreciative of their efforts that on July 26 at 8:00AM
a street will be named to honor RISEUP.
Look for the story on TV35 and in the Courier Herald.

Huge SHOUT
OUT to this girl
right here! She
came into the
program a little
less than a
year ago to try
and build her
life up from a
very tough
place. She now
has her driver's license, a full-time job
working at Starbucks (with a potential
promotion on the horizon), a truck to drive,
and an apartment! She has completed the
program and her goals! Girl, keep doing the
life thing and prosper on!
#soproud #livinglife #adulthood
#recoveryisreal #communitysupport

Our Father's Among Men program
will start it's next Cohort Aug 9th
2021.

We are looking for men who are 18
years and older and who have
children 0-24 years of age.
They must live in Laurens, Bleckley,
Johnson, Telfair, Wheeler,
Montgomery, Treutlen, Dodge,
Wilcox, and Pulaski counties.
Each participant can receive up to
$350.00 in Visa gift cards as well as
valuable information.
If you or you know someone who
would benefit from the program,
please call 478-205-8810
or 478-274-7616.

Call
(478) 272-1190
for local support
and services.
Contact Renia Avera if
you are interested in
bringing the
Suicide Prevention
Training to your area!

Renia Avera
ravera@csbmg.com

The Georgia Tobacco Quit Line is offering
4 weeks worth of the patches or gum,
free of charge (while supplies last), for
any Georgian who is ready to quit,
regardless of health insurance status...
1.877.270.STOP (7867)
https://dph.georgia.gov/ready-quit

Call or email Melissa
if you or your group
would like to receive the
training and a free kit.

Phone: 478-353-1188
E-mail: mtomerlin@csbmg.com

You can find our Newsletter online!
https://csbmg.com/locc-newsletter

You can find us on Facebook too!

2019 Summit, Café Questions and the Answers
How can our LOCC better address the needs of our community
for those who are homeless or at risk of being homeless
(or both)?
Provide specific ideas, activities, education, or resource needs.
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

To go in to the schools and assist children that are homeless and provide what
they need. Follow up with them and assist family.
Community Block Party where we are giving away under garments, clothes,
shoes, basic food items, resource tables.
Educate our churches so we can better help the community.
Learn more about mental health & suicide prevention.
Go out to the homeless community and engage them where they are
at instead of having them come to us for services.
Job training & Jobs
Keep sharing the knowledge that is available.
Programs like this day, this is awesome.
Keep letting people who are helped by these programs give glowing
testimonies. The food was good and simple. And enough.

What events or activities should the LOCC highlight during the
next year with regard to Behavioral Health education and
training? Please provide specific needs for communities served.
•
•
•
•

•

SOAR Training - Science of Addiction
QPR for LOCC and others
Voices of Hope – Silent Walk
RISEUP – scheduled speakers & supportive community activities they can
engage in.
Another symposium or lecture service from a sociological, psychological, and
economical perspective.

2019 Summit, Café Questions and the Answers
What specific behavioral health risks or gaps are evident in our
community?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Getting Awareness Out!
Cultural Diversity
Homeless Shelters
Housing for Mental Health Patients
Suicide
Domestic Abuse
Depression
Lack of Insurance for Health Care
Long Term Mental Health Facilities
Education
Environment
Social & Economic Circumstances
Poor Access
Hepatitis C & HIV are on the rise
Homelessness & Addiction

How can LOCC engage community agencies, volunteers, and
individuals in our mission?
MISSION- Improving the lives of those with behavioral health challenges by collaborating with community partners to implement solutions for our community’s
needs.
•

Getting to know their community.

2019 Summit, Café Questions and the Answers
Identify your top five (5) focus areas for LOCC to work on during
the next 12 months.
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Conduct a poll/survey in the community prior to the event so you will know
what they want or need.
Have a place that announces the services that are available.
More meetings on social communication
Have classes on life skills
Do something nice each month for the homeless
Ride Assistance
Childhood Hunger
Children &Youth Summer Activities & Afterschool Clubs
Transportation to clinic for those who cannot drive.

“Thank you for all the encouragement. I had a baby at 16
and my Mom kicked me out. Being here today gave me
hope. Please keep helping people in the community.
I signed up for some of the programs you had here today.
I hope I will be able to get a job and some therapy.”
Please contact Renia (Renee) if you have any information or
events that needs to be shared within our LOCC Newsletter.
Renia Avera
ravera@csbmg.com
(478) 331-9583

